CALTRANS Maintenance Worker Jim Carter
wits twice honored for rescuing the couple
whose van was teetering on the raging chan-
nel's edge in Mwers Canvon. CALTRANS
Directar Adriana Giamureo presented him
with a California Nighway Commission resolu-
tien and a department commendation.

At a larer date, Captain Bd Chapman, Califor-
nin Highway Patrol, presented Career with his
department’s highest ¢ivilian award for his
deed.

Credit: fim Larson, CALTRANS 3
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The Army Corps of Engineers made
& reconnassance of the fload plain
near Ocotllo, outhning preventa
tive measures for future  floods

Their report s due in July or
August, s likely the federal gov
ernment will not be able to justily
spending much, leaving the hurden
of channel improvements, it any,
on [mperial County.

On the positive side of the cata-
strophic storm was the announce-
ment of an carly man site found in
the face of a bank eroded by
fMoodwaters,

The potential of the find was
termed extremely important, mest-
ly because of the preat age of the
deposits and how it may lead to
knowledge of ecarly man in Imperial
Valley.

Indications are the 75-foor-deep
site could be 100,000 years old or
more. Carbon 14 dating of soils far
above the site have recorded ages in
excess of 30,000 years.

{hver 80 rock tools were found
befare the official announcement
was made in May 1977, In addition,
pieces of human bones were found
in close 2ssociation with the tools.
All artifacts “are located at the
Imperial Valley College Museum.

———— R A ——

7. San Disga Undon, May 18, 1977






Kathleery was the first tropical storm to hit
(alifornia in 37 years, When it came ashore
near Punta San Pablo, Baja California shortly
alrer midnight September 10, 1976, it was a
hmrricane, As it moved north through moun-
iinous terrain the winds decreased, By carly
merning of that same day the Nazonal
Weuther Service downgraded Kathleen to a
tropical storm.

As the storm passed through California, it
consed widespread flooding in parts of San
Diegro, Imperial, Riverside and San Bernardino
Conntics, leaving in its wake 10 people dead,
hundreds of homes damaged, and heavy crop

|| WS,

Usially, Southern California's heaviest rain-
{ulls occur during the winter months, when
stormg generally unleash water in widespread
arcas; but freak summer storms, such as
Karthleen, can do more damage by concentrat-
i the rainfall on a small area in a short time.

Kathleen concenmated along the Laguna
Mountain range, about 80 miles east of the
Ciy of San Diego. Eight to 10 inches of rain
fell in a5 many bours. The rocky surfaces,
barren slopes, and sandy washes of the moun-
twins caused almost all of the fallen water to
rum afll l','ll':i.dl:,f to the desert below,

aurtesy U5, Weather Bureau, San Diego
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Rain from the storm fell very heavily on the
castern slopes of the Lapuna Mountains where
Interstate 8, a fourlane freeway which i the
major artery between San Dicgo and poinis
cast, 15 located. Route 8 was upgraded to
freeway standards two years ago when the
Pine Valley bypass, located to the west, was
opened  to tralfic. The completion of the
highway wus hailed by many as 4 means of
increasing the significance of San Diego's port
activities, The highway passes near Jacumba,
separates and descends 4,000 feet in eleva-
tion, as it winds 10 miles in distance down
Mountain Springs grade to the desert floor.
Below, the freewsy interchanges at the small
desert community of Quotillo as it procecds
east towards Arizona.

Severe damage to Highwav 8 imposed a great
inconvenience upon the many truckers and
motorists alike who bhad to travel long dis
rances 10 get to their destinations before a
detour could be builr. Instead of a two-hour
trip (rom the City of San Diego to the City of
El Centro, motorists were traveling at least
three hours, truckers even more.

Myers Creek is one of the main washes
draining the barren peaks. About halfway
down Mountain Springs grade, the creek bed
parallels and crosses the eastbound lanes of
Tnterstate 8 lour times. Where the cast and
west roadbeds merge at the bottom of the
grade, the freeway bends southeast, while
Myers Creck continues easterly towards the
rown of Ocotille.

Aerial view of barren tewain where Katlbleen struck
9 Credit: Jack Meyerpeter, CALTRANS




M}r wits B e .uf San ﬂff:gn-f'lﬂ"l-urm Eastern Rl
Pl {n Ciarrizo Giorge

Credit: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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passes near Jacumba and Ocotillo. The rails
descend through Carrizo Gorge on a gentle
grade to the desert floor.

The reilway also sustained muny washours
and rock slides, and in some places the rails
were completely buried lor long distances.
While the rails are ot ol service, trains must
o bl Eﬂadt north to Riverside belore
heading east, adding ar least 300 miles to the
trip.

Kathleen's storm waters garhered and raced
divwn mountain washes, over highways and
railwavs, through fields and groves, across the
open  desert into irclgmtion channels, and
eventually into the Salton Sea. This 3601
square-mile sea rose an unprecedented cight
inches.

The damage by tropical storm Kathleen was
seatrered in severnl large counties. This pubh
cation, however, mainly concerns the Jacum
ha<Ocotille arci. where the most water [ell,
and she severest damage was done.



Floodwaters wear Jacumba, racing toward Carrizo
Giorge Crodit: Bob Twruer, Camp
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The week of Seprember Sth, 1976, wus
muggy in San Dicgo County with tempera-
turcs in the 80's and W¥'s. The US. Wearher
Service explained that a rropical storm named
Kathleen, off the coast of Baja California,
Mexico, was rhe primary causc. She, the
eleventh storm of the seasom, was beginning
to move northward. These storms, however,
rarely come as far north as California,

By Thursday, September Yih, ir looked as if a
rarity was going to occur. The force of the
storm moved north ine Baja California, and
was rapidly heading, with all s fursy, toward
California. Flash tlood warninmgs were an-
nounced in parts of San Diego, lmperial,
Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties. Rain,
heavy at times, fell throughom the day and
night, secompanied by strong winds, But no
one really ever suspeeted the nightmare that
wis about to follow,

In Jacumba, abour 70 miles east of San Diego,
rain began falling heavily about midnight of
the $th and conanued all morning. As dawn
broke, the rin intensificd.

Path of the starm
Credit: U5, Weather Bu



RAINFALL FROM SEPT.9th Midnight
to 9:00A.M. SEPT.10th, 1976
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In the Culifornia Department of I'ransporta-
ton (CALTRANS) radio room of the San
Diego District Office, reports from mainte-
nance men started coming in telling of very
heavy rains, swollen creels, and water surging
over the roadway in several locations. Radio
reception was broken, and only partial con-
versations were being undersiood: “Water
crossing eastbound lanes . . . stopping traffic.”
“Can you stop traffic at . . . 7" 531 — am
closing the westhound at Ocorillo,” 104 | | |
I'll get some barricades,”

By 9:00 am., tropical storm Kathleen was
still pouring her wrath along the mountain
peaks just above the desert (loor, and there
was nothing to hold the warer back. “'Water
wias pouring off cot slopes like waterfalls,”
said California Highway Patrolman Bab Gros-
sett, “but what was mast alarming were the
rocks and boulders falling on the road.”

Lo LT,
Myers Creek, normally & dry wash, had soon
swollen inta a raging river. The first of the
four 14 x 21-foot arch culveres, which pass
the creek beneath the freeway through this
three-mile section, had surging water hacked
up 20 fect above the arch. Then the water
reced across the road, halting a dozen motor-
1518 going down the grade.

One couple, the Beckers of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, waiting in their van on the shoulder of
the roadway, were hoping the main would let
up. Suddenly, warer raced over the second
arch culvert and smashed into thuir van,
spinning and pushing it twoward the raging s b R e s, e
creek. The couple wus trapped inside their van AR SR i Tl

Abave: Myers Creek during the peak of the flood

Credit: Bob Grossett, Califormia Highway Patrol Below: ::;f;; culvert “is wo match for the surging
[ =]



Plovidwaters devestal g casthorond freeway lones

for 20 minutes, as water contmually battered
against them. The raging creek was tearing
away the embankment close to their front
wheels.

Luckiby, CALTRANS Maimenance Waorker,
Jom Carter, was clearing the road nearby and
gaw ther dangerous predicament. e pulled
the Becker's van from the swiftly moving
water with his 10-wheel, 6-ton dump mruck.
“At first | tried 10 wade over 1o the van,”
Carter saud, “but the foree of the water nearly
knocked me down.” He then pulled his rig up
behind the van, got out on the step, crawled
actoss the hood, down w the plow. He
reached under the swirling waters, atrached a
chain to the van, crawled back to the cab of
his truck, and towed them backwards to
safcty.

The third and fouwrth arch cubverts suffered
the same fate as the first two. After surging
over culvert three, water raced two o four
feet deep down the freeway’s entire 42-foot
width. Ar culvert number four, more water
again crossed over the road, gnawing away at
the shoulders and slopes. Before long, large
sections of asphalt pavement cumbled and
inined the boiling waters in the race toward
the desere Noor.

Credit: Bob Grossetr, California Highway Patrol



Credit: Jim Larson, CALT
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W Bigloay . toregromnd, Myers Creek and destroyed
”ﬂ-nrr of I8 apatust cntbank. Note the two arch

syt Credit: Jack Meyerpeter, CALTRANS




Aspbalt concrete rippled, gouged and carried off by
angry waters Credit: Jim Larson, CAL



{ W e roadbed wasbed away Credic: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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Never before in recorded history
had this much water raced down
Myers Canyon: 10 to 15 faer deep,
200 to 40 feet wide. The watér's
velocity was estimared to reach up
10 25 and 30 miles per hour,
forcing huge boulders o tumble
along.

The noise was dealening, according
to witnesses. The whole situation
was described by one observer as

ST T
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§0-foor-bigh freeway section, 500 feet long, wasbed

being downright spooky! Warer was
everywhere, flowing down the road,
streaming  like waterfalls off' the
slopes and surging down the creck
bed. Rocks were fulling on the
road, bemg swept from the frecway
embankment and smashing together
down Myers Creek. What a contrast
to the normally dry, rocky, and
altogether gquiet creck bed motor-
15ts have passed through on their

way east! Who would have imag-
ined that this could ever happen! A
mile further down the road Mainge-
nance Worker Bill Ferguson paused
2 mument to observe the rampaging
ercck. Amidst the loud rumbling
and cracking of rocks bumping in
the creek, a huge section of road-
wiay behind him gave way. I
couldn’t believe it! That 50-foor
high fill just slipped into the
creck,” Ferguson said.
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Credit: fim Larson, CALTR



Credit: Jack Meyerpeter, CALTRANS
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Dangling guardrail & grim reminder

force
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diking across the S0-foot washeut

Credit: Jim Larian, CALTRANS



Newrhy stood the old arch bridge, which had
spanned Myers Creek for 530 years or more,
The high water and rocks gave the bridge irs
greatest test. One after another, rocks
smashed into the bridge's vertical suppoerts,
until they finally weakened and broke, caus-
ing a 30footlong slab to drop below. For
over 50 years it had withstood what every
storm had thrown at it, but Kathleen's rage
was simply too much.

Credit: fim Larson, CAL




Bunlder strewn scene of destruction along Myers

Credit: Rick McCarthy, Union-Tribune
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The last highway ocbstacle before the open
desert was the 150-footlong Myers Creck
bridge, about a mile further downstream. CHP
Officer Robert Enders was nearby when
suddenly, the north end of the bridge fell.
“Before it fell high waves were pounding into
the bridge every rwo or three minutes, splash- -
ing water high over the top.” Lnders said.

Myers Creek bridge becomees an island

Credst: Bob Grosserr, Califormia Highway |
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Whew b biglway fill washed out there was wotbing
b Barfid frfn i &n*dgr

Credix: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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Large boulders forced downstream battered sipport-
ing columis ) - Credit: Jim Tarson, CALT,
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Aerial view of Myers Creek bridye wasbowi Paul J. Noden, Fmperial Valley Press




2 4 This taugled mass of de

A pickup truck and station wagon
were swept off the road near the
bridge and tumbled downstream.
Two girls miraculously managed to
free themselves from the truck wnd
wade out of the water to high

eround. Both truck and wagon final

ly stopped moving one-half mile
downstream, completely demolish-
ed. Here Kathleen's destruction

4 i N

bris was oitee a station

tarned from man-made structures
to man himself. The driver of the
wiagon was unable to escape; his

body was found hours luer m oa

mud bank, two miles away in Oco-
tillo.

Three brave men tried to make o

rescue attempi after waiching tho

vehicles get swept away. Two of
men were carried away in the ragin
current and felt very lucky to s
vive, One managed to get free froq
the flow az Miller's Garage, abo
onc mile away. The other was ca
ricd two miles to Ocotillo. TH
third man lay hurt between t
roaring lows of water on the “Fas
ern's” railroad track.

Eﬂfn‘.'ﬂ:‘: Jim Lavson, CALTR



San Dicgn-Arizona Fastern Railvoad tracks partially
buried by tans of sand Credit: Rick MeCarthy, Union-Tril
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Credit: Jimn Larson, CALTRANS
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Railroad bridge supports swept away

ST

Credit: Jim Lavson, CALTRANS



Wiwn Kathleen's assault hit Oco-
iller, the waters had, by this time,
el 1o form a frone of five-feet
decr and u half-mile wide, Houses
il irailers were torn off  their
fonivlations; wehicles relentlessly
overturned, “After the wave went
by, waid grocery store owner Rich-
anil Bell, “vou could see houschold
puraphernalia, refrigerators, trash

Water vormadly is channeled between the freeway and
 wibond, b Katbleen's floodwaters would not be

[T AT f

barrels, furniture and propane tanks

. all kinds of things floating by.”
In the desert town of Ocortillo, two
miles downstream, no one was real-
ly uware of what was about o
happen. The small retirement com-
munity, centered near the hottom
of the old highway grade, had
gradually built up over the years
and consisted of small retiremem

houses and mobile homes built up
around 2 miledong swrip. The high
ground in Ocotillo was near rthe
freeway at the south end of town,
There was a depression in the mid-
dle of town, but lolks there never
thought of it as a major wash. In
scruality, it was rthe downstream
portion of Myers Creek and was
sitting right smuck in the path of
the racing flash floodwaters. 1

1. San Dioga Unjor, Sepd, 11, 1976

Credit: C. I, Burrnelt



-.,*iﬂuadummrs passing through Ocorilla




belpiess feeling Credit: Rose Brouwn
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A sea of muddy water
Credit: R, E. Nugate
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Knee-deep and treacherous Credit: Rob Del
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Many ousebold articles were swept away
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The waters subside, but the sand and silt remain in -
lubricated vebicle parts to cause costly repairs Credit: Bob B



Willo's wiain stroet becomes a river Credit: Bob Bell
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9 Evidence of the powerful force of raging water
Crodit: Bob
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serpeant Billy Hall, Imperial Coun-
v Deputy Sheritf, helped rescue 25
.Il'lllll-l' from their homes in Ocaorillo
lurmg the heavy flooding. "“We
hovie into the water, jumped out
il waded into the homes, while
he 4-wheel drive Blazer circled
warby," said Hall. "We couldn™t
top the vehicle in the water or it
vould get stock,” Hall continued,
‘siv when we brought someone out

A tolal loss

we were constantly moving, trying
to get them into the Blazer.”

Sergeant Hall said many of the
people didn’t want o leave their
homes and valuables. “T carried a
dog i one arm, a parakeet and cage
in the other, with the woman hold-
ing on to my back;" he said. Several
people were hauled out with their
120-pound oxygen bottles, making
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rescue attempts even more difficulr,

. The water passing through town

during its peak was only about
four-feet deep in the center, accord-
ing to Hall, bur occasionally a
three-foot wave would pass
through. T was trying o wade
across to the other side of town and
was up-cnded by a three-footer,”
exclaimed Hall, “and | weigh 240
pounds!™

Credit: Bob Bell



A discouraging i
X ng sight
Credit: Paul J. Node ]
u, Imperial Valley Pr



Pige senvi-track was no mateh for the flood Paul J. Noden, bnperial Valley Press
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After the storm tons of debris, sand and rocks were
sl left bebind Credit: Paul J. Noden, Imperial



Credit: Rick McCarthy, Union-Tribune

The path 1aken by the runaway waters
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Meanwhile. on the wese side of the
mountain ridge, [loodwaters were
building up in the Carnzo Gorge
wash. This drainage basin is over
100 square miles, extending deep
into Mexico. It wasn't until afrer
10:00 am. when the high water
reached the freeway near Jacumba

It came a half-mile wide and four 10
six-feer deep, tearing and chewing
away at the San Dicgo-Arizona
Eastern Railroad near the freeway.

The water flooded homes in nearby
Jacumba and tore up several county

roads. Trees and brush were up-

rooted and carnied along. Eventual
ly, the debris parvally blocked §
omber railroad bridge, and the an
gry waters, searching for anothel
route, soon washed over and unders
mined many sections of rack.



¢ diameter culverts point skyward after sup-
Jill washes away Credit: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
49
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Blocked by debris, water topped the vailroad iracks Credit: jim Larsan, CALTRY
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Water forced these beavy tracks off the roadbed Credit: Jirm Larson, CALT
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iy alternoon, Scptember
vy of the storm damage
il a prim picture. The death
§ 1tk the valley dug out of
Wil ihree died in Imperial
¥, siv in Mexico, and one in
L Arizoma. Aﬁ‘m*fling tor the
Wl County coroner’s office,
$ullowing deaths were attrib-
1 ithleen":

n the Myers Creek bridge
g hes washed out, one man
when he and his vehicle

1Y
E
v
an I .
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- &

were swept away at the bridge.

» l'ive miles lurther downstiream al
Painted Gorge Road, a man rush-
ing out to help Aood victims,
which he heard about on his
“CR" radio, was caught in the
middle of the wash by advancing
floodwaters and drowned as his
truck tumbled away. His body
was recovered five miles away
from his home,

» The third victim died of an ap-

parent heart actack when he re-
fused to leave his Ocotlle home
during the food.

In Mexico four died when an
adobe  fence collapsed on the
roof of the owner’s home, and
two drowned off the ceast of
San I'elipe when their boatr was
.':'Wumpcd and sunl. 2.

The circumstances of the death
in Yuma, Arizona are not known

by the writer.
4 San Diago Wnioen, Segt, 12, 1876
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On Friday only Intersrate 10, about
75 miles north of 1-8, was carrying
casi-west tralfic in the extreme \

southem portion of the state. “The

following state highways were

closed due o flooded or washed:
_. bt roadways:

RIVERSIDE CO,
IMPERIAL CO.

# Interstate 8 From Jacumba 1o RIVERSIDE CO.

Deptills gt o = -
# Roure 78 beowoeen Scssors Cross- An DiTed. G
|
!
i
|
i

ing and Blythe
o Roure 177 (rom Route 10 1o
Roure 62

s Route 86 berween Coachella and
Brawlev

* Route 62 from Twentynine
Palms to Vidal

* Route 74 south of Palm Desert

* Roure Y8 beoween Ocotillo and
Calexico
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Jim Larson, CALTRANS

The damage 10 Route 8 was unbelicvable.
What was once a beautiful, scenic highway
was now an impassable mess. Huge sections of
roadway were simply gone; rocks and boul-
ders were strewn everwhere. The destructive
force of water on the rampage left an awe-
some sight.
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Credit: Jim Larson, CAL
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iy afternoon, the day afier Kathleen's

only a trickle of water was flowing
h Ocouille. Shocked residents hegan
Lol and assessing the damage.

md mud  were everywhere inside
! trailers and over the roads. One
1 i the ground Jevel waised four fect
¢ 2! his house,

roone subdivision, the foree of the
miaed @ gravel wraek right through one
oo long-time residenz, Bill Weaver.
wr house s completcly gone over
Weaver said. “Only the chimney is

al talley showed: Eight homes were:

Jesiroyed; anoither five received major
- and about 14 required major clean-
ng with some renovations. And 28
wded major cleaning. 2

2. San Diago Unian, Sept. 11, 1876

Credit: U.S. Navy photo
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In neighboring Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park the ancient dry lake bed was no longer
dry. It was now an honest-to-goadness lake,
four to five-feet deep. In this same area roads
were silted, washed out, and covered with
debris. Signs were down, and litver barrels
were scattered. A park ranger reported a
staggering loss of wildlife. Many snakes, rats,
burrawing owls and rabbits drowned.

The gypsum plant at nearby Plaster City

reported many gaps in their 25-mile railroad,
making passage impossible. 4.

4. San Diego Union, Sept. 11, 1976

Credit: Jim Larson, CAL



Iy Lake Airport — not so dry!
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Credit: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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San Diego-Arizona & Eas :rn Kailroad

Before the storm. Southern Pacific ran two
freight trains a day, six days a week, between
San Dicgo and El Centro. The scction of track
from the top of the grade near Jacumba to
the desert floor at Ocotillo passes through
Camrizo Gorge, onc of the most spectacular
railroad alignments in the west. Located here
15 the famous 185-foot-high, 633-foot-long
umber bridge, which 15 a masterpiece of
engineering. ‘The rails hug the canvon walls
high above the gorge, bridge over drop-offs,
and tunnel through mountains. The route was
completed in 1919 and Lke most mountain
railroads, requires 2 good deal of mainte-
nance. In 1951 passenger service was sus-
pended.

After Kathleen hit, a rzilroad spokesman said
the track had five breaks a mile over g 30-mile
length, The big timber bridge was structurally
sound, but some timbers near the bottom
were ripped loose. Rock slides blocked many
of the tunnels. Estimates to repair the facility
are $1,3 million.

After weighing the decision w repair or
abandon the damaged scction of rail, South-
crn Pacific decided to abandon, and pen-
tioned o the government to do so.

64




b stides were commaon Credit: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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The debris on the tracks fndicates water built up
bebind the voadbed, van over the rails before washing : !
ol Credit: Jim Lavson, CALTRA
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The New River in Brawley overflowed on its way to
the Salton Sea

Imperial County

The Imperial Valley is one of the state’s m
productive agricultural areas, and tropic
storm Kathleen's wrath will be felt hure §
some ume, Agricultural officials estimate or
losses in excess of $11 million m Impe
County. Sugar heet crops took the heavi
tall, reporting & 56 million loss. Corton los
were §2.5 million, alfalfa $2 million. It
cost an estimared $200,000 o replant 2,0
acres of vegetables that were destroved,

There were no reported losses to livesto
howewer, the feed lot in Bl Centro
underwarer, Officials said they were hay
difficulty gerting the cattle fed due to
mud dy roads.

Many ficlds were flooded from the
system which brings life to the crops —
rrrigation cangls. The estimared two inches
rain which fell in Imperial Valley, along w
Moodwaters from the mountains, was en
in sections of the concrete channels
flooded many fields. Also, raging Myers Cr
broke into the West Main Canal with
ti-foot-wide gap. Crews had o work all al
the canal, fishing out hay bales and ot
debris,

All wazer from the Colorado River supplied
the valley was cur off Friday to relieve
rain-filled waterways. "“We're spilling
out of our canals wherever we can,”
Assistant General Manager, Donald Twog
of Tmperial Trrigation Districe, On the
Main, water was dumping our at 4,000
feet per second, 5. San Glegs Union, Sepr. 11, 18

Credit: Jimh Larson, CALTR
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wlannd becomes [ake

Credit: Jim Larson, CALTRANS
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Riverside County

Property damagce and agriculoure
losses in Riverside County totalled
$38.5 million. According to a coun-
tyv official, 857 homes and 16 busi-
nesses were damaged by the {lood-
ing. Agriculture losses were put at
$11.5 million. e

Haomestead Road in Palm Desert

Palm Desert, situated at the base of
high mountains, was hit the hard-
cst, with 625 damaged homes. This
was apparently caused when 2 dike
broke upstream of the desert com-
munity. The 15-foot-high dike was
designed to divert water to the east
of Route 74 into Deep Canyon
Flood Control Channel.

State Highways 78 and 86
both closed when warter swept
the road in many locations, S
ders were croded as the
crossed over the road, leavin
to six-foot drop-ofis,

Water receded within a day,
maintenance crews, working
and night, had all routes reog
the following day.

B. India Ooily

Credit: Jim Larson, CALT
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ther viere on Homestead Road
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ADDENDUM

Several items of interest have oc-
curred since the original text was
written. First of all, the project o
repair 1-8 at Mountain Springs grade
was put out to hids April 18th,
1977; bids were opened [une Znd.
The low bidder was Ladd, Inc. of
Redding, Gilifornia, who  bid
$3,129.285.

The contract calls far I't'|l'—||r1.!l:l;ll the
eastbound traffic lanes where dam-
aged and improving drainage HNow
in many locations along Myers
Creek. Ao m the contract » the
removal af the damaeed arch D&
and the replacement of the batrered
.“}'-L'H Creek -iIJ']-|_5'_L‘ il alie bairom
uf the gr:nlt. The e I e will L
longer and wider.

iun l'}'fl.'._gﬂ, AriForm .ﬁ._unru vin Kl
road

In I'l!hrilﬂ.‘['}', 1977, the Southern
Pacific Transportation  Company,
owner of the SDEAE, sid it was
financiafly impractical 1o rebuild
the rail line between San Dicgo and
El Centro, and started abandon
ment procecdings with the Inter
state Commerce Commission.

Railroad officials estimated  ir
would take %1.3 million te ge
trains moving again, The storm tore
out three trestles. damaged five
others, and destroved sections of
track in 3¢ locations,

Officials plan to operate only an
[Smile section bertween Plaster
Citv and El Centro in Tmperial
County. All orther seenons wonld
be abandosned m the plan, including
the 45 miles of track located in
Mexico and the branch lines into K
C_apory,

he news o slamdomment hroaght
pmmnethate reactmn from HTRELY i
divialiia and  proups who AL

e o Chppesncns say 931 bausi
nesses. b TiT BT M wiottd |ll.'
lTnanciallv damaged v the rafl elo

stire. The case s sull pendmg
Ocotilly

In Oanillo, where magor siructuml

h, most ressdent

clamapge  was g
staved and bepan improving thei
Flrdli'll'f:il"- S merely o walked

o
i,

ing to live in -

The full force of the crrant waters hir the
Setzer's home on Cactus Street, leaving noth-
they turned out to be the only

people in town with Dood insurance. They've
designed 2 pew house which is now under
CONSTruction.

b

Credit: Jim Larsor, CALTRANS
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One prablem now facing Ocotillans is drifring
sand. The half-mile-wide flood plain is com-
plerely denuded of vegetation 1o stop Blowing
sand. Sand is constamtly building up along
homes and fences, costing residents hundreds
of dallars for elean up. One resident, L. Luey,
sald the winds have been blowing steadily
from March to June, making marters worse,

Ocaotillo tealror Bab Bell said that teday the
veal estate mwrker is stong. “The town has
changed,” he said, *1 sold more property
since the food than the proevious five years |
opened this office.” Only several residents
panicked and immediately sold out Tor a loss
but, according to Bell. they were muking
plans 1o leave before the Food.

Credit: Jim Lovson, CALTRANS




